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Story Sort

An activity to help present orally and maybe later write a persuasive piece about a story. We have not finished this
activity and invite your input. Wed like titles of stories you would like to include and suggestions for more cards on story
descriptions.

http://www.collaborativelearning.org/storysort.pdf
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COLLABORATIVE LEARNING PROJECT

Project Director: Stuart Scott

We support a hetwork of teaching professionals to develop and disseminate accessible talk-for-learning activities in all subject areas and for all ages.
17, Barford Street, Islington, London N1 O0QB UK Phone: 0044 (0)20 7226 8885

Website: http://www.collaborativelearning.org

BRIEF SUMMARY OF BASIC PRINCIPLES BEHIND OUR TEACHING ACTIVITIES:
The project is a teacher network, and a non-profit making educational trust. Our main aim is to develop and disseminate classroom tested examples of effective group strategies that promote talk across all phases and subjects. We hope they will inspire you to develop and use
similar strategies in other topics and curriculum areas. We want to encourage you to change them and adapt them to your classroom and students. We run teacher workshops, swapshops and conferences throughout the European Union. The project posts online many activities in

all subject areas. An online newsletter is also updated regularly.

*These activities are influenced by current thinking about the role of language in learning. They are designed to help children learn through talk and active learning in small groups. They work best in non selective classes where children in need of language or learning support are
integrated. They are well suited for the development of oracy. They provide teachers opportunities for assessment of talk.

*They support differentiation by placing a high value on what children can offer to each other on a particular topic, and also give children the chance to respect each other's views and formulate shared opinions which they can disseminate to peers. By helping them to take ideas
and abstract concepts, discuss, paraphrase and move them about physically, they help to develop thinking skills.

*They give children the opportunity fo participate in their own words and language in their own time without pressure. Many activities can be tried out in pupils’ first languages and afterwards in English. A growing number of activities are available in more than one language, not
translated, but mixed, so that you may need more than one language to complete the activity.

*They encourage study skills in context, and should therefore be used with a range of appropriate information books which are preferably within reach in the classroom.
*They are generally adaptable over a wide age range because children can bring their own knowledge to an activity and refer to books at an appropriate level. The activities work like catalysts.
*All project activities were planned and developed by teachers working together, and the main reason they are disseminated is to encourage teachers to work more effectively with each other inside and outside the classroom. They have made it possible for mainstream and

language and learning support teachers to share an equal role in curriculum delivery. They should be adapted to local conditions. In order to help us keep pace with curriculum changes, please send any new or revised activities back to the project, so that we can add them to our
lists of materials.
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Story Sort

How well can you remember a story you have read? How well can you explain about a story
you have read to someone else? You might even want to persuade them to read it for
themselves.

This is what you have to do. Work in groups of three or four. Take a look at the front covers
of some stories. Sort them!

Sfor‘ies fha'f‘ Sfories .I.haf

at leqgst one nobody in P.S. If you want to
Person in the group add ofhfr novels C’Jro
the group has reqq. your lis s>;<|3u can do

has read. :

Now take the stories you have read. How well can you remember them? Take the story
description cards and try to see which ones fit which novel. Place the cards on the covers. You
have some blank cards to fill in if you need the description more than once or if you have your
own descriptions.

Now choose the story (or two) you enjoyed best. You have to prepare a presentation to
another group. You want to tell them why they should read it. You can use the story
presentation framework to help you if you wish.

http://www.collaborativelearning.org/storysort.pdf



Story Description Cards

There are The main
There are some Cti;a?;z;iizou There is a good character ftells It is a chatty
really spooky . Y main character | the story. Its story.
Characters. with. They seem autobiographical.
real!
It is a Lots of The story is full | Its a comforting | It does not end
frightening supernatural of surprises. story. It has a properly. It
story. things happen. | You never know happy ending. leaves you
what is going to dangling.

happen next.

It is very fast
paced.

Its a leisurely
read. You want
to make it last.

You want to
read it fast and
get to the end
to find out what

happens.

Once you've
read it, you want
to read it again.

Once you've
read it you want
to read
something else
by the same
author.
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Story Description Cards

Know.

You do not like It is a bit It makes you It is a helpful ,
all the sentimental and | think of things | story. It helps | If confains some
characters. romantic. that have you to solve really good
happened to problems in your descriptions.
you. own life.
Some characters The author The book would | The book has | The story makes
are very understands how | Make a good a very unusudl | vou think about
convincing. I think. film. It is very point of view. Jour own life.
visual.
You get taken to You meet You have to read The book The book gi.ves
some very characters you it slowly. It is contains some you a good |dfa
exciting places. | would like to difficult to very strange | about what life
9P ' understand. ideas. was like in the

past.
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Story Description Cards
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Story Sort Front Covers

F’AUL J ENHING 5

THEROMAN MYSTE] :
Qe }?;,i
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THE PIRATES

The Demon
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Story Sort Front Covers
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