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Story Hexagons

We have taken the main ingredients of a classic story: main 
character, setting, story type, additional character, 
interesting object, monster or magic person and ending. When the 
main character is in the middle the other hexagons can be fitted 
round.

The different hexagon sets are best printed on card in different 
colours. We envisage children working in groups of three or four 
selecting the elements randomly (we have provided sample instruc-
tions), and then working together to 
construct and tell their own classic story. Whether they quickly draft 
a story in note form and then tell it, or spend more time producing an 
elegant written version is up to you and them.
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a 
handsome

young
prince

a
poor

seamstress

a
curious
rabbit a

farmer 
and his

wife

a 
poor

farmer's
 sona 

beautiful 
princess

three
goat

brothers

a
family of

bears

an
orphan

Main character        

Main character        

Main character        

Main character        

Main character        

Main character        

Main character        

Main character        

Main character        Main character        

a happy fish

a friendly 
monster
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the 
captain of 

a ship

an inn 
keeper

a king

a 
friendly 

giant

a very 
poor 

hungry 
person

a talking 
cat

an old 
woman

a queen

a little old 
man

Additional 
character        

Additional 
character        

Additional 
character        

Additional 
character        

Additional 
character        

Additional 
character        

Additional 
character        

Additional 
character        

Additional 
character        

a sad 
thin 
man
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a 
handful of 

beans

a magic 
bed knob 

(and a bed)

a magic 
mirror

a large 
bag of gold

a
goose 

that lays 
golden eggs

a
spinning 
wheel

a 
basket full 

of good 
food

a large 
wardrobe

a magic 
chest

Interesting 
object        

Interesting 
object        

Interesting 
object        

Interesting 
object        

Interesting 
object        

Interesting 
object        

Interesting 
object        

Interesting 
object        

Interesting 
object        

a

 
magic keya 

lamp
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a troll

a fairy

a giant

a genie

a 
dragon

(green or 
red)

a wizard 

a fairy 
god 

mother

a dwarf 
or some 
dwarves

a giant bird
A magic person or 

a monster          

A magic person or 
a monster          

A magic person or 
a monster          

A magic person or 
a monster          

A magic person or 
a monster          

A magic person or 
a monster          

A magic person or 
a monster          

A magic person or 
a monster          

A magic person or 
a monster          

a friendly 
monster
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bad 
people 
change 

for the good

a trans-
formation 
takes place

bad 
people die 

or disappear

a magic 
ship 

comes to take 
the hero away

a 
sudden 

dis-
appearance

a coronation 
takes place

a
marriage 

takes place

a spell is 
broken

everyone 
is happy ever 

after

An end to the 
story        

An end to the 
story        

An end to the 
story        

An end to the 
story        

An end to the 
story        

An end to the 
story        

An end to the 
story        

An end to the 
story        An end to the 

story        

something is 
found
An end to the 

story        

An end to the 
story        

there is a 
celebration
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a broken 
promise

a test or 
trial

a journey 
to look for 
something

a greedy 
person who 
is punished

Type of story       

Type of story       

Type of story       

Type of story       

Type of story       

Type of story       

a person 
who has 

been badly 
treated a person 

who is not 
what they 
seem to be

Type of story       

Type of story       

Type of story       

solving a 
riddle or 
problem

somebody 
is tricked

people 
become 

enemies by 
mistake

a journey 
to look for 
something

Type of story       

Type of story       
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a 
land 

under the 
ground

an 
oasis in 

the middle 
of a desert

a 
land up in 
the sky

a tiny  
cottage

a castle 
on top of a 

hill

an island

a deep 
dark 

forest

down at 
the bottom 
of the sea

long ago 
and far away

A story setting       

A story setting       

A story setting       

A story setting       

A story setting       

A story setting       

A story setting       

A story setting       A story setting       

A story setting       

A story setting       

in a 
school

A story setting       

in a big 
city

A story setting       


