South Africa Map Information Gap
This activity was produced in 1989 by members (Roger Diski, Penny Lawrence and Stuart Scott) of the British Defence
and Aid Education Committee as part of a series of teaching activities to raise awareness of the inequalities in South
Africa at that time. It would be very interesting for colleagues who know more than us to use the same strategy to look
at South Africa now. Or Palestine? Or Northern Ireland? A map activity on the distribution of land in Britain would also
be revealing.
It has been revived (as history) to support understanding of Beverley Naidoo’s (also a member of our committee) books
for children about this period. It is designed for pairs of pupils or two sets of two, one with Map A and one with Map B.
http://www.collaborativelearning.org/southafricamapinfogap.pdf
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South Africa Map Information Gap - Instructions
1. Equal Shares?
After 1958 the South African government
began to divide up the land so that Black and
White South Africans lived apart. The
government chose some land for Black South
Africans and called these areas ‘Homelands’.
On your map the ‘Homelands’ the
government chose roughly cover squares:
2, 5, 8, 11, 15, 25, 41, 43, 55, 65, 76, 77, 87
Choose a coloured pencil and colour in these
areas on your map.

2. Equal Shares?
Do you love doing percentages?
Clue: there are a hundred squares
on our map of South Africa. Take
a look at the Equal Shares worksheet and try to complete it.

3. Equal Shares?

Take a Pie Graph worksheet. The pie graphs show the
South African land that Black and White South Africans
occupied in 1989.
1 Discuss between you which is the correct pie graph.
2. Cut out the pie graph you think is correct.
3. Stick it onto a piece of paper.
4. Give it a title and a key.
5. ‘†’ represents 1 million people.
6. Using this scale draw the right number of ‘†’s in the
correct section on the pie graph.

4. Half a Map is Better than None
You may have noticed by now that your map is different from that
of your partner. Your partner has half the information on their
map and you have half the information on your map.
Show your partner your map. Help each other to fill in the missing
information. Use the grid square numbers to help you.
When you have swapped information for the map, swap information
for the key too.
Compare your maps carefully and check everything is correct.
You may want to consult an atlas now to add in cities and
neighbouring countries.

Equal Shares Worksheet for those who love Percentages
Calculate the percentage of land
occupied by White and Black
South Africans in 1989. Use this
information and the results of
your “Black or White” table to
complete these sentences.

84

16

Use the information on your map to
decide whether these sentences are
true or false. Discuss them and write
a T or an F in the box next to each
sentence

13
87

1.
% of South African people were Black.
They lived on
% of land.
2.
% of South African people were White.
They lived on
% of land.

1. 3 cities could be found in the ‘Homelands’.
2. The ‘Homelands were spread over a large area.
3. A small part of the ‘Homelands’ was rich farming 		
country.
4. Gold and diamonds could be found in four ‘Home			
lands’.
5. All of the ‘Homelands’ are in the East of SA.
6. None of the ‘Homelands’ contained mountainous 		
land.
7. The ‘Homelands’ do not contain any mines.
8.

You cannot find any area that is too dry to grow 		
crops in a ‘Homeland.

1989 Map A

1989 Map B

