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Quicklook at Whitechapel Road  1817
No 143 J.L.TOPPING: GROCER AND 
TEA DEALER
We sell general foodstuffs such as 
dried beans, peas, flour, oats and sugar. 
Most are bought for ships’ supplies and 
for export to colonies.

No 144 J. BROMLEY: FURNISHING 
IRONMONGER
We make up fireplaces, balconies, gates 
and railings. This decorative ironwork is 
bought by rich householders in the new 
houses in Mile End and Islington.

No 146 ARTHUR HILSHAM: SURGEON 
AND APOTHECARY
For a small fee, I pull 
teeth, lance boils, cut 
limbs, take out 
kidney stones and 
mix up medicines. 
There are many 
accidents to attend 
at the docks

No 147 P.CHAMBERS: 
UPHOLDER AND 
UNDERTAKER
We manage funerals 
and provide mutes, 
pall-bearers, coffins 
and funeral carriages. 
Our horses have the 
best black plumes and 
harness.

No 111 BOND AND SON: 
WIREWORKERS
We make and sell items made from wire. 
We make bell wires for
housebells from the 
Whitechapel Bell Foundry.
We make hawsers, cages
and netting for ships. 
We make sieves for 
shops and kitchens.

We had street directories for 1817, 1846, 1906, 1963 and 1984, as well as maps, drawings and 
photographs of the street and surroundings over the period we were studying. We were at the 
time interested in the new (as it was then) development of Docklands. We hoped the activity 
would animate the lists of names in the directories and census returns. Pupils later visited the 
houses they had studied (we chose part of the road that had not been rebuilt nor bombed), 
talked to the present inhabitants about the people who had lived in their houses, and then 
developed their own card sets for nowadays (1986). Since this activity was first disseminated, 
in paper copies, it has been adapted to streets all over Britain. 

ACTIVITY FOUR

Now record this information on a pie graph, which has been divided into 
thirty segments. Each tick equals one segment. For example you use one 
colour to shade in the correct number of segments representing “Selling 
Only”. Remember to complete the colour coding of the key. 

KEY

Making or 
manufacturing 
only

Selling and 
manufacturing

Providing a
service and selling

Selling only

Providing a 
service only

Sorting activities and work with graphs and charts

No 175  JOHN YOUNG: 
CHEESEMONGER AND FACTOR
We specialise in preparing local cheese 
for ships stores and for the colonies. 
We have our own cooper to make the 
barrels for the cheese. It 
keeps well even in hot 
weather.

No 1 THOMAS HAMMOND: GROCER 
AND TEA DEALER
We sell finest teas to City merchants 
and cheap teas to local shops. We also 
supply general foodstuffs: dried peas 
and beans, flour and oats to ships.

No 173  WILLIAM PORTER: WINES 
AND BRANDY MERCHANT

We import French brandy and wines 
from Bordeaux. We sell our wines 
to city merchants and country 
gentlemen. We also sell cheap wines 
and spirits to local public houses 
and inns.

No 153  WILLIAM WAKEFIELD: GOLD 
AND SILVERSMITH

We silver plate knives and forks. We sell 
pewter tankards, plates and best Sheffield 
carving knives. We also make and sell rings 
and necklaces. We buy old gold or silver.

No 60  HAYWARD AND TURNER:  FLOOR 
CLOTH MANUFACTURER

We make floor cloths to protect carpets 
and furniture. The cloths are made of jute 
and hessian. We sell them to owners of 
houses who leave them empty for some of 
the year.

We make the new Venetian 
blinds from best pine from 
Norway. We  sell them to 
fashionable houses across 
London. We still make wooden 
shutters and window sashes.  
My neighbours casts the lead 
weights for the sashes.

No 179 JAMES JANES: VENETIAN 
BLIND MANUFACTURER


