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Quicklook at STAYING ALIVE

INSTRUCTIONS

People settle in one place because 
it satisfies their basic needs. Some 
settlements die out, some grow into 
towns and even cities. Why is this?

The picture cards show many of the 
things people need in a settlement. 
There is a written list below. The 
‘Staying Alive Table” shows the ten 
main categories. Work out in groups 
where each picture card may fit by 
the arrows on the table.

CLOTHES

EDUCATION

FUEL

WORKWATER

SHELTERLEISURE

FOOD

COMMUNICATIONS

HEALTH AND 
SAFETY

STAYING ALIVE TABLE

Some cards fit into more 
than one category!

Why do some settlements grow? Why do some decline and disappear? This 
activity around what a settlement needs was first produced by by Kingsland 
School Geography department in 1984. The ILEA had supported the project in 
1981 by commissioning non-sexist drawings from Carol Ross. We have included 
those which don’t seem too dated, but it is significant that women/men are still 
not working in these occupations more than twenty years later. The picture 
activity is very well suited to classrooms with a number of beginners to English. 
We originally had fifty cards but we need new pictures for some examples, or 
some new examples for which you have pictures! Can you provide some!


