Marcus Garvey

Text A

Marcus Garvey was born on 17th August, 1887. When he was sixteen, he left
St. Anns and went to Kingston where he found a job in a printing office. He
joined the printers Union and took an active part in trade union affairs.

In 1914, after spending some time in England, he returned to Jamaica
determined to start a programme which would help the black people of
Jamaica and the world to have a better life. He formed the Universal Negro
Improvement Association (UNIA) which aimed to unite ‘all the Negro peoples
of the world to establish a country and Government absolutely their own'.
However, he did not get many members in Jamaica and he got info trouble for
saying that Jamaica should be governed by black people.
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A

Marcus Garvey was born on 17th August, 1887. When he was sixteen, he left St.
Anns and went to Kingston where he found a job in a printing office. He joined the
printers Union and took an active part in trade union affairs.

Marcus Garvey

In 1914, after spending some time in England, he returned to Jamaica determined tfo
start a programme which would help the black people of Jamaica and the world fo
have a better life. He formed the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA)
which aimed to unite ‘all the Negro peoples of the world to establish a country and
Government absolutely their own’. However, he did not get many members in
Jamaica and he got into trouble for saying that Jamaica should be governed by
black people.

In 1927 he toured the Caribbean and Central America and lectured to the crowds
who gathered fo hear him speak. He also went to London and Paris to hold large
meetings.

Marcus Garvey

Marcus Garvey was the youngest of a Jamaican family of eleven children. In
January, 1907, Kingston suffered a huge earthquake. The destruction and fires
which followed the earthquake led fo terrible food shortages and high prices. The
printers Union went on strike for higher wages. When the strike finished most
workers went back to their jobs, but Garvey was sacked because the employers
thought that he was the leader of the strike.

In 1916, Marcus left Jamaica again and went to the U.S.A. There he found that
the black people were often living in even worse conditions than the black people in
Jamaica. He decided then that the best thing for black people would be for them
to go back to Africa. Therefore, he started his ‘Back to Africa’ plan by setting up
branches of the UNIA all over America. He toured America making speeches to
crowds of people and by 1919 the UNIA had more than two million members.

In 1928 Garvey went back to Jamaica and started his own political party the

People’s Political Party. However, he and his party were defeated in the election of
1930.
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C Marcus Garvey

Marcus Garvey was born near St. Anns Bay, Jamaica. He left school when he was
fourteen and trained to be a printer in St. Anns. While he was learning to be a
printer, a terrible hurricane struck Jamaica and his family lost their home and all
their possessions.

In 1910, Garvey left Jamaica and travelled in South America where he found that
many black people lived in even greater poverty than in Jamaica.

In 1912, Garvey sailed to England where he met students and sailors from India and
Africa and learned about their countries. He decided that the only way for black
people o be treated fairly was for black people to have their own countries and
governments.

In 1922, Garvey spent three years in jail in America and was then sent back to
Jamaica.

D Marcus Garvey.

Marcus Garvey's father was a mason by trade, but there was never enough work
for him and so the family had little money. Garvey's mother baked bread and cakes
to make extra money to feed the family.

Soon after he lost his job in a printing office, Garvey started a newspaper called
‘The Watchman'. The aim of the newspaper was to draw attention to improve their
conditions. The newspaper did not last long and it had to close because of lack of
money.

In 1919, he started a shipping business called the Black Star Line. Only black people
were allowed to contribute money to the business to buy ships. In 1920 the Black
Star Line ran into financial difficulties. Garvey was arrested for fraud and was
tried in court. He was found guilty and sentenced to five years in jail.

In 1935 he left Jamaica again and sailed o England because he felt that it was

pointless for him fo stay in Jamaica any longer. He died in poverty in London in
1940.
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Marcus Garvey

1. Where and when was Marcus Garvey born?

2. How many brothers and sisters did he have?

3. Why didnt his family have much money?

4. What did he train to be?

5. What happened as a result of the hurricane?

6. What happened in January 19077

7. How did Garvey lose his job?

8. What was the aim of the newspaper he
started and what happened to it?

9. Where did Garvey go in 1910 and what did
he find?

10. Where did he go in 1912 and what did he
decide?

11. What did he start in 1914°?

12. Where did Garvey go in 19167

13. Why did he start his ‘Back to Africa’ plan?

14. How did he make his ‘Back to Africa’ plan
popular?

15. What did he start in 1919 and what
happened to it?

16. Why was he arrested and what happened
to him?

17. How long did he spend in jail and where did
he go after that?

18. What did he do in 19277

19. What did he do in 1928?

20. What happened in the Jamaican election
in 19307

21. Why did he leave Jamaica in 1935 and
where did he go?

22. Where and when did he die?
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