
http://www.collaborativelearning.org/macbethrelationships.pdf

King Duncan
Macbeth

told him that he 
would become 

Thane of Cawdor 
and then king.

murdered him 
while he was 

asleep.

cousin of?

married to?

friend of?

Macbeth’s Relationships
Sort out the 

relationships on the 
net!
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Macbeth’s Relationships

A collaborative activity to explore who does what to whom and how they are all related. Developed by Steve Cooke in 
1998. There is a dearth of good line drawings of Macbeth characters on Google images, so if any kind soul who loves 
drawing would like to send us some, we’d be able to dump these less appetising ones.

No instructions since it is fairly self explanatory. To help you save paper (on the theory you will have organised your 
class to keep everything in order and not eat elastic bands), we have provided a set of cards that fit onto the net 
after it has been enlarged. Smaller cards are less likely to hang around but we have provided a set which you will 
probably print on paper for the class to cut up in the lesson.
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Basic principles behind our talk for 

learning activities:
Oracy in curriculum contexts!

Build on chidren’s own prior knowledge.
Move from concrete to abstract.

Ensure everyone works with     
everyone else.

Extend social language towards 
curriculum language.

Provide motivating ways to go over the 
same knowledge more than once.

Good for all pupils!
Vital for EAL pupils!
COLLABORATIVE LEARNING PROJECT
Project Director: Stuart Scott
We support a network of teaching professionals to develop and disseminate 
accessible talk-for-learning activities in all subject areas and for all ages.
17, Barford Street, Islington, London N1 0QB UK   Phone: 0044 (0)20 7226 8885 
Website: http://www.collaborativelearning.org
 

It’s empowering to talk an idea through 
before you write about it!

If you don’t get the chance to talk something through with 
others, you won’t be able to write about it later confidently!

If you can persuade students to do something simple 
together they will later jointly attempt something 
more difficult and challenging. 
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The Witches

King Duncan

Lady Macbeth

Banquo

The DoctorMacduff
Malcolm

Macbeth

Macbeth’s Relationships
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cousin of father offriend ofmarried to

ordered his men to  
kill him and his son.

murdered him 
while he was 

asleep.

came back to hount 
him after he had 
been murdered.

told him that he 
would become 

Thane of Cawdor 
and then king.

attacked his castle 
and defeated his 

army.

ordered his men 
to  murder his wife 

and son.

persuaded him to 
murder King 

Duncan

told him that his 
descendants would 

be king.

ordered his men to  
kill him and his son.

ordered his men to  
kill him and his son.

ordered his men to  
kill him and his son.

killed him in a 
swordfight to 

avenge his wife and 
son.

Macbeth’s Relationships These cards fit on the net above 
when it is enlarged to A3. 
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These cards fit on the net above when it is 
printed on A4


