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A Living in the Homeland - 1989
Simulation activity

Imagine you were a Black South 
African living in a Homeland in 1989. 

To keep your family alive for six 
months you need R1000. There are 
very few ways of making money in 

the Homeland. Your only home is to 
get money by working away from the 

area e.g. on a farm, in a city or down a 
mine.
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A Living in the Homeland - 1989

I am reposting the materials we originally developed as part of an education pack 
on South Africa with the support of British Defence and Aid and Action Aid in 
1989. This activity was developed by Roger Diski, Penny Lawrence and Stuart 
Scott with the help of other members of the BDAF Education Committee 
including Beverley Naidoo. I felt this and our other South Africa materials will 
help pupils studying “Journey to Jo’burg” and Beverley’s other SA novels. It will 
also be useful for those studying the history of South Africa and I am hoping to 
develop another activity on life in SA now. The activity was elegantly handwritten 
by Penny and I have decided to keep as much of this intact. Maybe someone might 
be researching the development of IT and teaching materials one day! 
This reposting is also timely because I have just heard of the death of Roger 
Diski so it can be a little tribute as one on the many contributions he made to 
improve education and raise awareness of inequality.
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Basic principles behind our talk for 
learning activities:

Oracy in curriculum contexts!

Build on chidren’s own prior knowledge.
Move from concrete to abstract.

Ensure everyone works with     
everyone else.

Extend social language towards 
curriculum language.

Provide motivating ways to go over the 
same knowledge more than once.

Good for all pupils!
Vital for EAL pupils!

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING PROJECT
Project Director: Stuart Scott
We support a network of teaching professionals to develop and disseminate 
accessible talk-for-learning activities in all subject areas and for all ages.
17, Barford Street, Islington, London N1 0QB UK   Phone: 0044 (0)20 7226 8885 
Website: http://www.collaborativelearning.org
 

It’s empowering to talk ideas through 
before you write!
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A Living in the Homeland - 1989

Imagine you were a Black South African living in a Homeland in 1989. To keep your 
family alive for six months you need R1000. There are very few ways of making 
money in the Homeland. Your only home is to get money by working away from the 
area e.g. on a farm, in a city or down a mine.

HOW TO PLAY

You will need:
A homeland and a work gameboard.
A pack of homeland chance cards.
A pack of work chance cards.
A different coloured counter for each player.
A die.

1. Each player should choose a coloured counter and place it on the HOMELAND 
START square.

2. Throw the die to see who should start first.

3. Take turns to throw the die and move round the HOMELAND board. When you 
land on a shaded square pick up a HOMELAND CHANCE card. Read it out to the 
other players and follow the instructions. Return the card to the bottom of the 
pile (unless it tells you to keep it).

4. If you take a HOMELAND CHANCE card that gives you work move your counter 
to the START WORK square on the WORK board. 

5. Travel around the WORK board in the same way. Pick up chance cords, read 
them out and follow instructions. You may be sent back to the HOMELAND board. 

6. Continue playing until you collect R1000. 
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A Living in the Homeland - 1989
Suggestions for follow up work - initially in groups and then 
with the whole class.

A discussion about the simulation might address the following questions:

How did you feel? Did you get frustrated? Why? 
Was the game loaded against you? Give examples.
Was anyone successful? How many failed/won?
Was the type of work the kind of work they wanted to do?
Does this happen in Britain?

You can use counters to represent old Rand notes or you can 
download them from the net.


