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Purlin

You can see us purlins very clearly
in this picture. We are long straight
timbers that run from one end of the
barn to the other. There are six of us
altogether. We are made of straight
oak logs. The hewers have made us
square and the joiners have linked the
logs together. We have an important
job to keep the rafters strong and
straight.
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Buttresses

Here you can see six of us! We
have an important job to stop the
heavy roof from pushing the walls

outwards. We have done a good job
for over seven hundred years! Look
inside the barn and you can see we
are lined up with the cruck blades.
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Cruck Blades

We are a pair of cruck blades. We
are curved. We were once the curved
trunk of an oak tree. We were hewed
square and then split down the middle

with a fwo man saw . Now together
we form a great strong arch. You can

find three of us in the barn made
from single trees. The other crucks
are made of two or three pieces
jointed together.
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Mason

We are masons and you can see our
most important tools. One of us is
using a set square to make certain
the stone is square. One of us is
using a mallet and chisel to shape
the stone. We can also saw the
Bradford stone because it is not too
hard.
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Carpenters and
Joiners

You can see us here sawing a joint in
a beam. We are using a big frame saw
which needs two people. This barn
is full of joints so we will be very
busy. The green oak is soft and easy
to work. We lay the beams on the
ground and join them with pegs. Then
they are hoisted into place.
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Master Mason

T work in the stone quarry and on
the building site. I select the stone

and supervise its cutting and shaping.

All my masans have their own mark
to put on their stones. I check their
stones and make sure that they get

paid for their work. You can find
some of their marks on the stones of
the barn.
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