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 EAL Bilingual Forum 
 

A group of colleagues worldwide 
who will answer your questions and 

point you to useful links and 
resources 

https://naldic.org.uk/eal-bilingual 









 
 









Balancing the needs of EAL learners 



What constitutes an EAL Friendly 
Language Conscious classroom? 

•  Social Relations - empowerment 
•  Language – exploratory talk 
•  Learning – curriculum access 



Lev Vygotsky 

The joint construction of new 
knowledge is a social process 

 



Visual organisers for classifying 
Venn Diagrams(i) 
 

 
 

To show a whole set and a 
subset 

Venn Diagrams (ii) 
 

To show concepts and 
connection where items are - 
a - b - both -neither 

Tree Diagram 
 
 

Classify words and show 
relationships 

Key To divide information using 
yes/no answers 

Carroll diagram 
 

To classify information using 
two sets of criteria 
 

Quadrant To show connections 
between two sets of concepts 



www.collaborativelearning.org/conceptoforacy.pdf 
 

h"p://www.collabora.velearning.org/spokenenglishinschool.pdf	  
	   
 



www.collaborativelearning.org/coultas.pdf 
	   
 



www.collaborativelearning.org/macbethfeelings.pdf 
	   
 



www.collaborativelearning.org/animallifestyles.pdf 
	   
 



www.collaborativelearning.org/estimatingmultiplication.pdf 
	   
 



www.collaborativelearning.org/dropofwater.pdf 
	   
 



www.collaborativelearning.org/pushandpull.pdf 
	   
 



h"ps://educa.onendowmen;ounda.on.org.uk/	   
 



Collaborative Classroom 
Practice 

•   Build on prior knowledge 
 

•   Move from concrete to abstract 
 

•   Ensure everyone works with everyone else 

•      Extend social language into curriculum   
 language 

 
•   Provide motivating ways to go over the   

 same thing more than once 

•  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  h"p://www.collabora.velearning.org/cpdac.vi.espage.pdf	   



h"p://www.collabora.velearning.org/daleschildren.pdf	   



h"p://www.collabora.velearning.org/migrantchildren.pdf	  
 



I will not have time to talk about the final 
set of slides, which I often use in practical 

workshops when developing new 
activities. However, I have included them 
so that if you are considering running a 

materials development workshop back in 
your setting. They are self explanatory. I 

hope you find them useful. 





Ebolanomics - Why there is no vaccine. 
Information Gap Activity
+HDOWK�RIÀFLDOV�ZDQW�WR�UHGXFH�
the prescription of antibiotics so 
that microbes learn to resist them 
PRUH�VORZO\��:H�QHHG�WR�KDYH�QHZ�
DQWLELRWLFV�LQ�UHVHUYH�WR�XVH�ZKHQ�
ROGHU�RQHV�FHDVH�WR�EH�HIIHFWLYH���
+RZHYHU��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�QHZ�
antibiotics becoming available is 
UHGXFLQJ��7KHUH�LV�D�FRQÁLFW�KHUH��
'UXJ�FRPSDQLHV�ZDQW�WR�VHOO�D�ORW�RI�
WKHLU�GUXJV��EXW�KHDOWK�RIÀFLDOV�ZDQW�
to limit sales. 

7KUHH�GLIIHUHQW�
texts on the 
HFRQRPLFV�RI�GUXJ�
SURGXFWLRQ�

h"p://www.collabora.velearning.org/ebolanomics.pdf	  
 



Are You a 
Stinker?

A game for 2, 3 
or 4 players

Pick a Stinker 
card.

Lose Friends

h"p://www.collabora.velearning.org/areyouas.nker.pdf	  
 



On the floor lay a strange object . It looked a bit like a small vegetable. 

I picked it up, and then dropped it quickly. It was a middle finger. It 

was fairly fresh, but not bleeding

Gothic Story Kit
You have 20 story paragraphs. Each 
paragraph has part of a story on it. 
Work together to assemble a story 
RI�ÀYH�SDUDJUDSKV�:KHQ�\RX�KDYH�
FKRVHQ�\RXU�ÀYH�FDUGV�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�WR�
LPSURYH�WKH�VWRU\��<RX�FDQ�DGG��ZRUGV��
FODXVHV��VHQWHQFHV��<RX�FDQ�OHDYH�
DQ\WKLQJ�RXW�WKDW�\RX�GR�QRW�ZDQW�WR�
LQFOXGH��7KHQ�GHFLGH�KRZ�\RX�ZLOO�ZRUN�
together to tell the story in the most 
VFDU\�ZD\�

h"p://www.collabora.velearning.org/gothicstorykit.pdf	  
 



The town's market 
stalls' are selling 

courgette's.

It's too soon to know 
where the banana's 

skin has gone.

We've completed the 
collections' of our 
bats' droppings.

Tina's aunts' dogs' 
KDYH�ÁHD
V�

Margaret's 
FDXOLÁRZHUV
�
are bigger 
than 
Elizabeth's cabbage's.

The'se carrots' are 
not looking as healthy 
as last year's carrots.

They're going to buy 
lettuces' for 

tomorrow's picnic's.

Abdul's hamsters' 
wheels' aren't 

working .

Jose's essays' 
are longer 
than Carlos' 
essay's. 

Where's the crisp's 
we bought yesterday?

If this isn't Mark's 
mark'er pen, then 

it's mine!

Are your meringue's 
sticky inside?

The market's 
vegetable's are 
fresher than
the shop's.

Meg's crisp's are as 
crisp as courgettes'!

We had banana's 
yesterday, but we've 

no bananas today.

Sameena's cat's 
eaten Jose's dog's                       

dinner

Too Many Apostrophes Sentence Cards

h"p://www.collabora.velearning.org/toomanyapostrophes.pdf	  
 



Making an activity 
•  Curriculum goal 
To understand how much a Roman 
soldier had to carry. 
To learn technical terms for equipment 
used by Roman soldiers. 
To develop empathy with characters in 
the past. 

h"p://www.collabora.velearning.org/mariusmules.pdf	  
 





Making an EAL friendly, language 
conscious activity 

•  Provide pictures and labels 
•  Provide a sorting grid to organise ideas 
•  Add in a game element to re-inforce 

and encourage repetition. 
•  Once pupils have a grid, a game can be 

played where a spinner is turned each 
section corresponds to a grid section 
and items are added one by one first to 
be ‘ready’ is the winner.  



How does it work? 
1. Pupils find one person with the same colour 
card 
2. Each one reads out their card which begins “I 
am..”  
3. The pair finds another pair – now they introduce 
their partner so it is no longer “I am” and has 
become “This is   …… they….” in students own 
words. 



Let Me Introduce  
Why does it work? 
•  Opportunities to deliver curriculum content 
•  Practice in reading > reading aloud. 
•  Process of listen>understand/think> construct 

speech in own words. 
•  Communication and interaction is integral. 
•  Students work with many others. 
•  Possible application across many topics/

subjects. 



•  A visual organiser or key visual is a diagrammatic way of 
organising and presenting an idea.  

•  It is not a photograph or illustration. 
•  Examples  

EFL EAL C L I L 

first then next 

Self 
esteem 

belonging 

Basic needs 

social needs 



Visual organisers for classifying 
Venn Diagrams(i) 
 

 
 

To show a whole set and a 
subset 

Venn Diagrams (ii) 
 

To show concepts and 
connection where items are - 
a - b - both -neither 

Tree Diagram 
 
 

Classify words and show 
relationships 

Key To divide information using 
yes/no answers 

Carroll diagram 
 

To classify information using 
two sets of criteria 
 

Quadrant To show connections 
between two sets of concepts 



Sorting cards onto a visual organiser. 
Why it works 

•  Opportunities to explore vocabulary 
•  Practice in explaining concepts 
•  Opportunities to expand mental models 
•  Visual organisers structure thinking 
•  You can reinforce the organisers with 

games. 



Barrier games 
•  Barrier games are games where one person (or 

pair) has half the information and the other 
person (or pair) has the other half. 

•  Complete information sets can be obtained by 
asking questions or by passing on information. 

 
Familiar informal examples would be battleships. 
The deduction game “20 questions” is also related. 



Barrier Games 
Why do they work? 
•  Opportunities to deliver curriculum content 
•  Practice in reading or interpreting data. 
•  Practice in questioning 
•  Communication and interaction is integral. 
•  All students must participate 
•  Possible application across many topics/

subjects. 



Clue cards to make experts 

•  In this variation pupils work as a group. 
Each person has some information 
which is essential. 

•  The group then work together to 
complete a joint task. 

 
Examples    “Indus Valley“    ”The Wilsons”        “What Can You Grow?” 



Information gaps / Expert groups 
 
Pupils work in a group to understand some 
information. They are then regrouped to work 
with pupils who have learnt something else. 
Each new group should have a complete set of 
information by the end. 
 
Jigsawing   
 
a term used to describe the grouping and 
regrouping. 
 



Information gaps / Expert groups /Jigsawing 
 

Why do they work? 
 
•  Opportunities to read/ listen/ talk 
•  All pupils must participate 
•  Learning is carried and recalled to support embedding 
•  Opportunities to differentiate 
•  Easy to organise 
•  All pupils have their own set of complete information to 

support subject knowledge tasks. 

 
 



How are activities planned? 
•  What do we want the children to know? 
•  What kinds of thinking do we hope they will practice? 
•  What kinds of language do they need? Necessary 

language and potential language? 
•  What key visuals best produce the thinking and the 

language? 
•  Can we make our activity sociable? 



Classroom Practice 
Language Conscious Teaching 

It is essentially in the discourse between 
teacher and pupils that education is done, or 
fails to be done.   (Edwards and Mercer 1987) 
 
When teachers go out of their way to avoid 
offering to pupils help in making sense of 
experiences ... the consequence may be that 
the usefulness of the experience is lost. 
(Edwards and Mercer 1987) 
 



Everything you have seen 
today! 

 
www.collaborativelearning.
org/insidegovernment.html 

 


