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Maude Stanley-Grant is an 
aristocratic Protestant about 
thirty years old. Her husband 

was killed in France in the early 
years of the war. She has no 

children...........

Patrick Costello is a 
middle class doctor. 
He is twenty-five 
years old and 
engaged......

Ireland: 1916 - 1922 
How attitudes changed..

Looking at how 
people changed 
their views 
because of 
events during 
these years.
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Ireland: 1916 - 1922
Short Biographies

These activities were produced by Emma Thornton and Stuart Scott in 1983. Carol Ross 
drew the cartoons and portraits. The activities went with a book on the History of Ireland 
written by Emma, and printed by the ILEA learning materials service. 

The webaddress for this activity is:
http://www.collaborativelearning.org/19161922.pdf

This activity was last updated 10th November 2009.

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING PROJECT
Project Director: Stuart Scott
Supporting a cooperative network of teaching professionals throughout the European Union to develop and disseminate accessible teaching materials in all subject areas and for all 
ages.

17, Barford Street, Islington, London N1 0QB UK   Phone: 0044 (0)20 7226 8885 
Website: http://www.collaborativelearning.org
 
BRIEF SUMMARY OF BASIC PRINCIPLES BEHIND OUR TEACHING ACTIVITIES:

The project is a teacher network, and a non-profit making educational trust.  Our main aim is to develop and disseminate classroom tested examples of effective group strategies 
across all phases and subjects. We hope they will inspire you to  develop and use similar strategies in other topics and curriculum areas.  We run teacher workshops, swapshops and 
conferences throughout the European Union.  The project publishes a catalogue of activities plus lists in selected subject areas, and a newsletter available on the internet:
 “PAPERCLIP’. 

*These activities were influenced by current thinking about the role of language in learning. They are designed to help children learn through talk and active learning in small groups. 
They work best in mixed classes where children in need of language or learning support are integrated. They are well suited for the development of speaking and listening .  They 
provide teachers opportunities for assessment of speaking and listening and other formative assessment.

*They  support differentiation by placing a high value on what children can offer to each other on a particular topic, and also give children the chance to respect each other’s views 
and formulate shared opinions which they can disseminate to peers.  By helping them to take ideas and  abstract concepts, discuss, paraphrase and move them about physically, they 
help to develop thinking skills.

*They give children the opportunity to participate in their own words and language in their own time without pressure. Many activities can be tried out in mother tongue and 
afterwards in English. A growing number of activities are available in more than one language, not translated, but mixed, so that you may need more than one language to complete the 
activity.

*They encourage study skills in context, and should therefore be used with a range of appropriate information books which are preferably within reach in the classroom.

*They are generally adaptable over a wide age range because children can bring their own knowledge to an activity and refer to books at an appropriate level. The activities work like 
catalysts.

*All project activities were planned and developed by teachers working together, and the main reason they are disseminated is to encourage teachers to work effectively with each 
other inside and outside the classroom.  They have made it possible for mainstream and language and learning support teachers to share an equal role in curriculum delivery.  They 
should be adapted to local conditions.  In order to help us keep pace with curriculum changes, please send any new or revised activities back to the project, so that we can add them 
to our lists of materials.
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The 1916 biographies and 1922 interviews can be used in a variety of ways. You can make 
the biographies up as an A5 booklet or print them on separate sheets of A4 after 
enlarging them. The class can work in groups and after reading about their character (you 
can provide supplementary material for them to refer to: photos, maps, newspaper 
cuttings, or anything else you can find on the net or elsewhere), they can present their 
character to the rest of the class.

We have provided interviews with four of the characters in 1922. Some schools, who had 
staff who were Irish, taped these. Pupils listened and worked out after each one, who had 
been speaking. They could have the A5 booklet or they could use their joint memories. We 
provided a timeline: 1916 - 1922 and pupils recorded events on the line by skimming the 
biographies. Pupils worked in groups to select events and decide which characters changed 
their views after the events - eg who was affected by the Croke Park football match 
shootings? Pupils were given an opinion line and placed their characters on it at different 
times:

Ireland: 1916 - 1922 Teacher notes

Fight for total independence Fight to stay part of Britain

The final aim of the work for for groups to discuss whether a Civil War was likely in 1922, 
and if so who would fight who, and to present their findings to the rest of the class.
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Ireland: 1922 - Interview 1

“Since the war ended, my sales have not been so good. However, I still see 
England as my main market. I’ve always been against Home Rule, and the 
events of the last six years have proved me right. Those rebels in 1916 were 
traitors, getting Germany’s help when we were at war. Of course we had to 
shoot the ringleaders. It was the only way of preventing any more trouble. 
I used to have some sympathy for the Nationalists, but those Sinn Feiners 
down south are a mad bunch.

I don’t approve of what the Black and Tans did - especially that business at 
the Croke football match - but the IRA had to be taught a lesson.

Thank God we have now got a border between us and them now. This new 
treaty means that we can stay British. We’ll have to protect ourselves from 
the traitors in our midst though. I have already had to sack some workers for 
holding a meeting against the Special Powers Act.”

Ireland: 1922 - Interview 2

“We knew there was something planned for Easter 1916. Still, we thought 
that they were mad to go ahead with it after the British captured Roger 
Casement and the German ship full of arms. We read about the executions 
in the Killarney papers. Our bishop said that they were evil men.  I could not 
agree and wept and prayed for them.

Around here everybody voted Sinn Fein in 1918. Over the last four years I’ve 
sheltered a lot of IRA boys on the run from the Tans. They held me for 
questioning when the new landlord got shot for informing to the Brits. I said 
nothing, but I was sorry for his wife.

I’ve just been told about the treaty. It’s a sell out. I cannot believe that 
Mikey Collins agreed to it. Not after the deaths of so many Irishmen. Being in 
the government has made him soft. I cannot see the people around here going 
along with it.”
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Ireland: 1922 - Interview 3
“I shall be retiring soon. The 1916 rising was over before we knew it was 
begun. Out here in the suburbs we heard some booming noises, but we didn’t 
know what it was until we read in the papers about the bombardment. 
Personally I thought the rising was rash, foolhardy thing. However, I felt a 
lot of sympathy when the executions were carried out.

That May, there were huge crowds waiting in the Post Office for news. You 
could have heard a pin drop. In the 1918 election I voted Nationalist. I was 
very against the Sinn Fein. I still think that they are ungodly communists, but 
they have let me keep my job. They have even promoted me!

When my son came out of the British army, he went and joined Sinn Fein at 
once. God save his soul. And my daughter is no better. She is working over 
the water and dancing the Charleston with a shocking bunch of people. I don’t 
know what the world is coming to.

It’s a good thing that they have finally signed the Treaty. For the last three 
years the IRA have been everywhere, murdering people in their beds. But I 
must say that I never thought the British would sink so low as to allow some 
of the things the Black and Tans did. The way they let them burn down the 
centre of Cork and that shooting of the harmless football crowd. 1920 was a 
terrible year. I don’t care if the Treaty means that we lose the north, as long 
as we can get peace to build up the country again.”

Ireland: 1922 - Interview 4
“I haven’t married. The man I was engaged to got shot during the rising, six 
years ago this April. I’m in a different house now. Gardiner Street, where I 
used to live, was shot to bits by the British, looking for rebels. We told them 
that there were none there, but that didn’t make a difference. I must say, I 
thought the lads were mad then, having a rising when all their guns had been 
captured. But when the executions began, I wish I had been with them 
earlier. I remember waiting with Nora outside the prison every day, waiting 
for news of who was the latest to die. Although I couldn’t vote in 1918, I was 
pleased when the Sinn Fein won the election, and then refused to go to 
Westminster. I supported the new government that they set up in Dublin. 
Madame Markiewicz is a bit off with her strange clothes, but I love Mikey 
Collins. I don’t like all the things his IRA gets up to, but after the Black and 
Tans shot up the crowd at the football match, my neighbour among them, I 
don’t care what they do as long as we get independence. I can’t believe that 
this treaty they signed last week will be the end of it, though I sincerely 
hope it is.”


