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2008  
Obama wins
Barack Obama defeats  
John McCain to become the  
first black president of the US.  
His victory is celebrated around  
the world as an historic moment.

1955 Civil Rights movement
Rosa Parks refusing to give her to seat to a white passenger helps 
launch the civil rights movement that transforms US society.
Pic: Rmhermen / Wikipedia / CC BY-SA 3.0

1914–18 World War One
Many soldiers from the West Indies, India and the breadth of the British Empire join the war. 
Walter Tull, one of the first black men to command white soldiers in action, is killed in battle. 

1884–85 Scramble for Africa
The European powers divide Africa up among themselves. The Berlin Conference sets national boundaries – some of them 
crudely drawn using a ruler – that do not take into account the needs, history and languages of different African peoples.

1863 Abolition of slavery in the US
Abraham Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation, proclaiming slaves in the rebel Confederate states forever free. Many free African 
Americans and runaway slaves join the Union armies in the ongoing American Civil War. Slavery is formally abolished at the end of the war in 1865.

1834 British end to slavery
Slavery is abolished in the British Empire. Slave owners receive 
£20m compensation. The freed receive nothing.

1807 Slave Trade Act
The British slave trade is abolished in Parliament.

1804 The Haitian Revolution
Thousands of formerly enslaved Africans overcome the 

British, Spanish, and Napoleonic French armies, establishing 
the first independent black republic in the Americas. Led by 

Toussaint L’Ouverture, Dessalaines and Petion, this revolution 
destroys slavery in France’s most profitable colony.

1787 Society  
for the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade 
The Society introduces the political 
poster, the consumer boycott, the 
petition, the flyer, the political book tour 
and investigative reporting designed to 

stir people to political action.

1562 First 
English slave 
trade expedition
John Hawkins is the first 
Englishman to lead a 
slave-trading voyage from 
the west coast of Africa. 
An estimated 13 million 
Africans would be forcibly 
transported during the 
Atlantic slave trade.

1331
Untold riches

The richest man in recorded 
human history, Mansa Musa I, 
ruler of the Malian empire that 
covers modern day Ghana, dies.

1241  
Earliest image of a black Briton
A black man is pictured supporting the first letter on a  
page in an abbreviated Domesday Book used to collect taxes.

c1000  
Far reaching trade
Mapungubwe lay near the Limpopo river in South Africa. One of many 
ancient cities established by black Africans, it traded with China and India.

43 ad Roman rule in Britain begins
A Roman Army African auxiliary unit, the Numerus Maurorum Aurelianorum,  

helps guard the empire’s borders (c100–c400) on Hadrian’s Wall in northern England.  
It was visited by African Roman Emperor, Septimius Severus (pictured, left).

c300 bc Nubia rules
The rulers of Nubia establish a capital, Meroë, by the Nile. These black Africans develop 
their own alphabetic script as early as the second century BC.

c730 bc The Black Pharaohs
The Kings of Kush, an advanced African civilisation, conquer and dominate Egypt. 
They revitalise pyramid building.

c1264 bc    
The Great Temple of Abu Simbel
Construction of awe-inspiring temple carved from mountains.  
Twice a year, sunrise illuminates the faces of figures in the  
temple. Alongside stand 20 foot statutes of Pharaoh Rameses II  
and his wife, Nefertari. 

c2500 bc Pyramids of Giza
The tallest human-built structures of the time, containing enough blocks of 
stones to put a wall around France. Each side slopes at exactly 51 degrees.

c150,000 bc Out of Africa
The first modern humans migrate from Africa, fanning out to 
the rest of the world.

1939–45 World War Two
British Empire troops play a crucial role with over 2,500,000 from the colonies 
actively serving. In 1948 the UK arrival of the ship Empire Windrush heralds 
a new wave of migration, making Britain a modern multicultural nation.
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 100–940 Kingdom of Aksum
According to legend, this northern Ethiopian kingdom is the last resting place of the Ark of the Covenant. 
Their coins (pictured, right) were minted from c270 AD and used internationally. Pic: Classical Numismatic Group, Inc.  

http://www.cngcoins.com / CC-BY-SA-3.0

1994 Freedom together
Nelson Mandela is elected president of a multiracial 
South Africa, just four years after his release from a 
27 year imprisonment under the racist Apartheid regime. 
In Rwanda, one of the biggest genocides since 
World War Two sees half a million Tutsis massacred  
by the Hutu-dominated army. 

1960  
Independence

Senegal, Côte d’Ivoire, Mali 
and Nigeria are among 
17 African states 

to gain independence. 

Thomas-Alexandre 
Dumas
French General (1762–1806)

The highest ranking black 
officer in any Western 
army in the 1790s, 
only bettered in 1989 
by US General Colin 
Powell. His son’s 
novels The Count 
of Monte Cristo 
and The Three 
Musketeers drew 
on his life. 

Mary Seacole
Pioneering nurse (c1805–1881)

Mary Seacole became renowned 

for her humanitarian work during 

the Crimean War. Returning 

to London, she was awarded 

plaudits for bravery. 
Her autobiography, 
Wonderful 
Adventures of 
Mrs Seacole in 
Many Lands,  
was published  
to acclaim.

Queen Nzinga
Great military leader (1583–1663)

In 1624 Ana Nzingo 
became queen of 
Ndongo. Aware of the 
devastating impact 
of the slave trade on 
African kingdoms, 
she struggled against 
European domination 
in Southern Africa.

Barack Obama
First Black US President (1961–)

In November 2008 Obama became 
the first African American to be 
elected US president. He became 
a US senator in 
2004 (only the 
third African 
American since 
reconstruction).
He won a second 
presidential 
election 
in 2012.

Hatsheput
Female Pharoah (1508–1458 BC)
One of Egypt’s most 
important and 
powerful female 
Pharaohs.
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